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Small but consistent deeds are often overlooked in 
the busy lives we lead. 

The idea was simple,why not come together and 
encourage each other to give in small affordable 
amounts, doing this through setting up a standing 
order directly from our own personal bank 
accounts to a central fund would give us the 
opportunity to give consistently. 
£1 a month was asked from people who were 
interested in the idea, whereupon the money 
donated would be collected for an entire year and 
then sent to those in need or used to help set up 
small sustainable projects around the world. Over 
a hundred sisters responded to the idea that was 
originally posted on the Barakah Group Forum in 
the UK some donating £1 a week and others 
more.
In Ramadan 1432AH the Barakah community 
bank account was opened. 
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Last year Barakah managed to send it’s funds to 
two places; to support an orphanage and Qur’anic 
memorisation programme for women in Sierra 
Leone and a children’s madrassa in the Gambia.
The Sierra Leone Project: Headed by Sheikh 
Issa Ghalie Sasay from Freetown, Sierra 
Leone.
The Ihsan Foundation is based in Calabatown, 
Freetown, Sierra Leone and runs the Billal ibn 
Rabah orphanage for young girls and the Hafidhat 
Fellowship Programme, which has been launched 
to encourage Qur’anic memorisation among 
women in Sierra Leone.
Seven industrial sewing machines were purchased 
for the foundation as a means to train girls from 
the orphanage with a skill that can help them 

become financially 
independent and 
freeing them from 
poverty. 
The training centre 
will also be used by 
women that grew up 
in the orphanage, 
local widows and 
those that are part 
of the Qur’anic  
memorisation 
programme. 
A grocery store 

was also built alongside the training centre as well 
as initial stock purchased to open the store. The 
store hopes to generate enough money to 
continue buying stock, as well as generate enough 
income to sustain the training centre. The training 
centre also aims to generate its own income 
through the production of clothes that are to be 

sold in local the 
markets.
 
Long Term Vision: 
The Ihsan 
Foundation’s long 
term goal is to open 
up Qur’anic 
memorisation 
programmes for 
women throughout 
Sierra Leone, 
reviving knowledge 

among women and young girls. The project also 
hopes to generate enough money to begin 
providing Ramadan food baskets on a yearly basis 
to women in their local area as well as other food 
subsidies to elderly Muslim Men and Women in 
Calabatown.

Open Day at the Grocery 
Store in Calabatown

Women at the Ihsan Skills 
Centre in Calabatown
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We are currently looking into projects in 
Cambodia and Indonesia but would also like to 
hear from members of the Barakah group and 
whether you know of worthy projects that may 
need help in become sustainable. Please email 
barakah1432@gmail.com with your ideas, we are 
aiming to send all money raised this year to the 
proposed places in the last ten days of Ramadan.

From 100 original donors, this year the Barakah 
family has grown to 150, last year the regular 
donations we received amounted to £4400, this 
year £7700 has been received, this means we are 

growing slowly but steadily. We would like you to
continue spreading the word to family and 
friends, remember  this is something that is 
affordable to all and yet the benefits are 

countless. Barakah has the potential to fund 
hundreds of projects over the next decade all 
which by the will of Allah will become projects that 
will grow to sustain themselves whilst the reward 
for all the good that is being done is returning to 
you. 
Let us remember Charity wards off evil from the 
home, heals the ill and extinguishes the anger of 
Allah. 

Becoming a regular donor of the Barakah Fund is 
easy, all you have to do is set up a standing order 
using our bank details below.
We suggest that you set up your standing order to 
leave your bank account on a Friday in order that 
you receive the additional reward of giving charity 
on the jummah- the most blessed day of the 
week. Once this is done please email us on 
barakah1432@gmail.com so that you can receive 
updates on how the money is being used.
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Name: Barakah
Bank: HSBC 
Sort Code: 40 29 03
Account Number: 51589709

Project Gambia:
Headed by: Sakina Yousef Gorman who resides 
in Liverpool. 
A bush taxi was purchased in order to generate on-
going income for a children’s Madrassa named 
Dara Al Ahmed, in Wellingara village, Kombo North 

District of the Gambia.
Revenue made from the taxi will be spent on 
running the school, paying for books, electricity 
and teachers wages. A portion of revenue will also 

be put aside to save towards buying another bush 
taxi within an estimated period of 2 years. The 
hope is that two taxis will generate enough income 
to buy another bush taxi within a year, this process 
will continue allowing the madrassa not only to 
support itself but other madrassas and projects in 
the area. We felt this project was important due to 
the opening up of missionary schools now 
replacing the traditional Islamic schools around the 
Gambia. 

Dara al-Ahmed in the North District of  the Gambia

Dara al-Ahmed after basic renovations


